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“Francis, go repair my house, which as you see, is falling completely to ruin” (Celano 2nd life)

Fr. Peter’s Legacy is summarised in his book, published in 1988, that was based on his articles in “The Franciscan”

magazine over the period 1980-85. The front and back covers are shown above. His commentary remains an

important resource for initial and ongoing formation. Here are some thoughts based on his book and our experience

with him for more than twenty years.

• The Order: Fr. Peter was convinced that the Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) could contribute significantly to 

the renewal of the Church as envisioned by Vatican II. He promoted the SFO at every opportunity.    

• Franciscan Charism: Fr. Peter believed that the Franciscan charism consisted of three different but 

complementary components. The charism would flourish when the friars, sisters and  laity worked in harmony. 

• Holy Scripture: Fr Peter regularly gathered lay people around him to explore the riches of scripture and he 

provided guidance from his considerable learning. Like St. Jerome and St. Francis, he taught that “Knowledge 

of scripture is Knowledge of Christ”. 

• Our Lady: St. Francis placed his three Orders under the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary for whom he 

had an “inexpressible love”. Fr. Peter had a similar love for his Blessed Mother and encouraged devotion to her. 

He especially recommended meditating on the Holy Rosary and listening to her counsels.  

• Sacramental Life and Liturgy: Fr. Peter wrote “Our Lord comes to us in the Sacraments” especially through 

the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Like St. Francis, he insisted on the importance of prayer.    

• Fidelity to the Church and the Pope: Despite all the problems, scandals and laxity of his time, St. Francis 

ensured that his followers were rooted in the Church and loyal to the Pope as its visible head.  

• Commitment: Fr Peter reminded us that we were not joining a sodality or prayer group, but committing 

ourselves to an Order within the Church. This calling was to be lived out in the world, in the unique 

circumstances of each member. Like St Francis he was gentle but demanding, and always calling us to 

conversion - not just as a single event but as a daily lifelong journey. 

We are confident that we have an intercessor who will continue to support us as we try to live up to his Legacy. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis. 
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